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When, however, he had conie to the monastery, he was
unwilling to go alone into Buddha's presence. He went
first to Ananda, his intimate friend., and said to him, " My
brother Thariputra has obtained the state of Neibban.
Here are the patta, tsiwaran, and relics," exhibiting before
him, one after the other, those precious articles. Both
went together to Buddha's place, and laid at his feet the
patta, tsiwaran, and relics of the great disciple. Buddha,
placing the relics on the palm of his right hand, called all
the Rahans and said to them, " Beloved Eahans, this is all
that remains of one who, a few days ago, was performing
wonders in your presence, and has now reached the state
of Neibban, something resembling a pure white shell.
During an a fchmgie and hundred thousands of worlds, lie
has perfected himself by the practice of virtue. Beloved
children, he could preach the law like another Buddha.
He knew how to gain friends ; crowds of people followed
him to hear his instructions. Excepting me, no one in ten
thousand worlds was equal to him. His wisdom, was at
once great and cheerful, his mind quick and penetrating.
He knew how to restrain his desires, and to be easily
satisfied with little. He loved retirement. He severely
rebuked evil-doers. Beloved children, Thariputra re-
nounced all pleasures and gratifications to become a
Rahan; he always shunned strifes and contentions, as
well as long and idle conversations. His patient zeal for
the diffusion of my religion equalled the thickness of the
globe. He was like a bull, the horns of which have been
broken. My beloved Kalians, look once more at the relics
of my wise son, Thariputra." Buddha in this manner
eulogised the virtues of the illustrious deceased in five
h nndred stanzas.7

7 The custom of making funeral    present legend offers repeated in-
anitions for the purpose of eulogising    stances of eitlogia made to honour
distinguished individuals after their    the memory of the dead. On this
demise is of the highest antiquity,    .occasion Buddha would not leave to
The sacred records bear witness to its    another the honour of extolling the
existence amongst the Jews. The    extraordinary merits and transcen-